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MINUTES
PIERRE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

COMMISSION ROOM
Monday, May 23, 2016 at 5:15 p.m.

Commission members present:  Scott Carbonneau, Rick Dockter, Bill Markley, Laurie Schultz, and Dave 
Templeton.

Staff members present:  Sharon Pruess, John Childs and Beth Raschke.

Guests present: Matt Judson, Craig Davis, Todd & Luke Schuetzle, and Daniel Cheney.

Chairman Templeton called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Commissioner Dockter moved, seconded by 

Commissioner Schultz to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2016, meeting.  Approval was unanimous.

First on the agenda was a Public Hearing - Request to rezone to Local Business for 2900 Airport Road.  
Petitioner – 1st National Bank.

Sharon Pruess, City Planner, provided a summary of the proposal. First National Bank has purchased the 
1.1 acre property at 2900 Airport Road.  This is the former location for Feeding South Dakota.  The 
existing building has been removed from the lot.  First National Bank is proposing to construct a new 8,700
sq. ft. bank building.  The property is currently zoned Light Industrial which worked for Feeding South 
Dakota and their warehouse operation and trucking in of food products.  The appropriate zoning district for 
a bank is Local Business zoning so the staff has requested that the property be rezoned to Local Business.  
Other properties in this area have been rezoned to Local Business including Wal-Mart, O’Reilly Auto Parts,
Menard’s, etc. The properties on the north side of Airport Road will likely continue to transition from Light
Industrial to Local Business use as City growth continues in this area.  The City staff also recommended 
that the applicant consider platting the property to clean up the legal description and to have property pins 
set.  The site plan shows 26 parking spaces which does more than meet the required number of spaces for 
an 8,700 sq. ft. building. The applicant has submitted a rezoning petition signed by 4 of the 8 adjacent 
property owners.  The petition was signed by Steve Martin CPA, Morris Equipment, Beck Motors and 
Farm Credit Services.  The petition was not signed by O’Reilly Auto Parts, Blake Barringer/Brosz 
Engineering, 4B Holdings/Charles Burke, or Walmart.  A public notice was printed in the paper and 
individual notices were sent to 8 adjacent property owners.  The rezoning request is subject to public input.

Matt Judson with First National Bank said it is challenging to obtain signatures from corporate chains like 
Walmart and O’Reilly Auto Parts so they just concentrated on obtaining signatures from the 4 property 
owners that are directly adjacent.  No one appeared to provide public comments on the request.

Commissioner Dockter moved to recommend approval to rezone 2900 Airport Road to Local Business.  
Petitioner – 1st National Bank.  Commissioner Markley seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  

The second item on the agenda was a Public Hearing – Request to rezone to Central Business & a 
Conditional Use Permit for Mixed Business / Residential Use for 217 N Grand Avenue. Petitioner – 
Luke Schuetzle.  

Sharon Pruess, City Planner, provided a summary of the proposal.  Luke Schuetzle is proposing to purchase
217 N. Grand from David and Debra Owen. He proposes to rezone the property to the Central Business 
zoning district.  His proposal also includes a conditional use permit to utilize the property for a mixed 
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business/residential use. He is interested in living in a portion of the building and utilizing the remainder 
for his movie production and costume business.  The property is 184’ X 165’ for a total of 30,360 sq. ft.  
The building is 3,557 sq. ft. and was built in 1953.  The property is surrounded by 3 streets and an alley 
along the south boundary.  The building has a fairly large parking lot to the rear or east side of the lot.  The 
building is currently being utilized as a residence by David and Debra Owen. However, previous to 2012 it 
was utilized for many years as office/meeting space for the Seventh Day Adventist Church.

The property is surrounded by single family and multiple family units.  The property along the south side of
the alley is zoned Central Business. The City has received a number of calls from realtors regarding using 
this property for office space.  This is how it was utilized for many years as a legal non-conforming use. 
Individual notices were sent to 11 adjacent property owners and a public notice was printed in the paper on 
5/13/16.  The staff strongly recommended that the petitioner make contact with the adjacent property 
owners to advise them of their plans and to potentially obtain signatures. The rezoning request is subject to 
public input.

Pruess noted that additional information had been received after the meeting packets were mailed.   A 
brochure providing more information on the proposed business and a petition signed by 5 of the 11 adjacent
property owners was submitted and emailed to each of the Commission members.

Todd Schuetzle said he tried over several nights to catch up with adjacent property owners but many were 
not home.  He left brochures for those not home.  Luke Schuetzle explained that his business is currently 
located in the St. Charles and they have run out of space.  His business includes film production, costumes, 
props, and wardrobe.  They do a majority of their business online and ship their products around the world. 
They don’t have any walk-in traffic; but, do host meetings.  They currently rent 3 storage units at Capital 
Storage and this facility will give them more storage room.  Commissioner Dockter asked if they would be 
making any changes to the existing facility.  Luke said they will likely expand the garage at some point.  
Todd added that the existing building has the living space on the main floor with the only kitchen in the 
basement.  They will likely add a kitchen to the main floor and do some cosmetic upgrades to finishes.  It 
was noted that there is a fairly large parking lot to the east of the building with 12+ parking spaces.  No one
appeared to provide any public comments.

Commissioner Carbonneau moved to recommend approval of the request to rezone to Central Business & a
Conditional Use Permit for Mixed Business / Residential Use for 217 N Grand Avenue. Petitioner – Luke 
Schuetzle.  Commissioner Schultz seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Next on the agenda was a Public Hearing – Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a Temporary 
Recreational Use in 2800 Block of East Elizabeth Street.  Petitioner – Daniel Cheney.  

Sharon Pruess, City Planner, provided a summary of the proposal. Daniel Cheney is proposing a temporary 
recreational use in Light Industrial zoning.  This requires a conditional use permit. He is proposing an 
outdoor laser tag venue, Capital Combat, on a vacant lot.  Their website is capitalcombat.zone. This is 
located on the north side of Elizabeth Street just east of Oahe Pawn at 2808 E. Elizabeth Street.  Cheney 
said this is a family activities venue featuring a laser tag maze for families or groups.  The maze consists of 
hay bales, tire stacks, 4’ and 6’ canvas panels.  The games are operated from a computer.  Their business 
hours are from Monday through Friday from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and on Saturday from noon to 8 p.m. No 
permanent structures are needed.  All props are temporary and will be removed when closed or moved to a 
permanent building. They typically host anywhere from 6 to 15 players at a time that play for 30 minutes to
an hour. Cheney does not propose any off-street parking.  He said if a porta potty is required, he will 
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provide it.  Cheney has requested temporary power from the City of Pierre.  Capital Combat LLC has 
provided verification of liability insurance for their business. 

Oahe Pawn is located to the west, Beck Motors has another vacant lot to the east, Midwest Development 
and Ferding Electric are located to the south.  Oahe Pawn, Ferding Electric and Beck Motors have signed a 
petition with no objection to the proposed conditional use.  Midwest Development has not signed the 
petition over concerns that the business is not providing off-street parking. A public notice was printed in 
the paper and individual notices were sent to 4 adjacent property owners.  

Commissioner Markley asked Daniel Cheney if he has done this type of business before.  Daniel said that 
he had hosted laser tag on Laframboise Island before on the weekends.  He said they wanted to have a more
permanent location.  It is hard to get the word out when they have events at temporary locations. 
Commissioner Dockter asked if the proposal just involved laser tag or did it also include paint ball.  Daniel 
said it was strictly laser tag.  Commissioner Schultz asked if the lasers would create any issues for the 
Pierre Regional Airport.  Daniel said that the lasers operate on infrared technology and would not create 
any issues for the airport.  Pruess advised that no public comments had been received regarding the request 
or in response to the notices sent to the adjacent property owners.  No one appeared from the public to 
provide any comments.

Commissioner Schultz made a motion to recommend approval for the Conditional Use Permit for a 
Temporary Recreational Use in the 2800 Block of East Elizabeth Street subject to providing a porta potty 
for events.  Petitioner – Daniel Cheney.  Commissioner Markley seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Next on the agenda was a Public Hearing – To amend the ordinance for accessory structures to increase
the allowable height and revise the setback measurement. Petitioner – City Staff.

Sharon Pruess explained that this is a proposed ordinance change requested by the building inspection 
department.  The change would increase the allowable height of an accessory structure or garage from 15 
feet to 16 feet.  The existing height restriction of 15 feet prevents many homeowners from building garages 
with 10 ft. sidewalls which often restricts boat and camper owners from using the garage.  Ten foot 
sidewalls allow the structure to have adequate overhead door clearance with a 4:12 roof pitch and a 16 foot 
average height.  The additional one foot will decrease the number of variance requests that go to the Board 
of Adjustment.  The ordinance change would also revise where the setback is measured from for accessory 
structures.  The current ordinance requires accessory structure setbacks to be measured from the building 
and the change requires the setback to be measured from the roof overhang.  This revision is to bring the 
setback requirement into conformance with the Fire Code.

Commissioner Schultz made a motion to recommend approval to amend the ordinance for accessory 
structures to increase the allowable height to 16’ and to require the setback measurement from the building 
overhang.  Commissioner Carbonneau seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

With no further old or new business, Commissioner Dockter moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Markley 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Minutes by Beth Raschke / Sharon Pruess.


