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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS MINUTES
Monday, August 1st, 2016 – 5:15 p.m.

City Hall Commission Room

Members Present: Kevin Tveidt, Dave Kelley, Kari Williams, Tom Dravland, Slade Weller

Guests in attendance: Lisa Blake, Bruce Fossen

Staff Present: Jeff Runyan,

Chairperson Kevin Tveidt called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.

Tveidt asked for any changes to the July meeting minutes.  It was noted that “Slade Kelley” needed to be corrected to 
“Slade Weller”.  Dave Kelley moved to approve the minutes as amended, and Tom Dravland seconded the motion.  All 
in favor, motion approved.

Tveidt discussed the Board of Adjustment procedures and reviewed the need for a hardship.  Tveidt also explained the 
need for a minimum variance and that a super majority of the board is needed in order to approve a variance.

First item on the agenda is Children’s Castle Inc., 2400 E. Capitol Ave., seeking a variance for 4.5’ rear yard setback.
Lisa Blake, representing Children’s Castle, explained that they would like to build a covered structure to use as a play 
area for the children.  The footings for the structure were poured under the pretense that the property was zoned for 
Commercial use.  None of the adjoining property owners have shown any opposition to the project.

Kelley asked when the footings were poured and Blake indicated that the footings were poured 7 years ago.  Weller 
asked if the property to the North was a residence and Blake indicated he was correct.  Dravland asked if the current 
pavilion was covered and Blake indicated it was.  Kelley asked if there was a permit for the footings.  Staff indicated 
that since it was considered exterior flatwork, no permit was needed, and no permit was issued.

Tveidt asked for further comments or discussion and hearing none he asked for a motion.  Kelley moved to approve the 
variance, Kari Williams seconded the motion.  All in favor, variance approved.

The next item on the agenda is Avera St. Mary’s, 821 E. Sioux Ave., seeking a variance for a 490 sf banner.  Bruce 
Fossen, representing Avera, explained that they are unveiling a new project and the banner will be part of that project.  
The banner will be 14’ x 34’ and will be made of fabric/canvas and will be anchored to the building.  The banner will 
face Sioux Avenue and will remain on the building for a period of 3-4 years.  The banner will be constructed to 
withstand the inclement weather.

Tveidt asked for the purpose of the variance and staff indicated that since it is not a freestanding sign the variance is 
mainly for public comment and use.  Kelley asked if a 100 sf banner would be sufficient, and Fossen indicated that 100 
sf would be too small to read from Sioux Avenue and that it would actually create a safety issue.  Avera did not want 
people to struggle to read the banner; they wanted the lettering to be large enough that it could easily be read from Sioux
Avenue.  Dravland asked if there were similar sized banners in the community and staff indicated that there was a 
painting on a building in town of similar square foot size.  Dravland asked if the dates could be a fixed date instead of 3-
4 years, and Kelley discussed the possibility of re-authorizing annually.

Dave made the motion to approve the variance for the banner for a period of 4 years, and the variance would have to be 
re-authorized every year by the Board of Adjustments.  Dravland seconded the motion, all in favor, motion was 
approved.

With no further business, Weller made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Williams seconded the motion, all in favor, 
meeting adjourned at 5:35.

Minutes submitted by Jeff Runyan


