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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS MINUTES
Monday, September 12th, 2016 – 5:15 p.m.

City Hall Commission Room

Members Present: Dave Kelley (CP), Kari Williams, Slade Weller, Andy Johnson

Guests in attendance: Rick Jensen, Jess Wright

Staff Present: Jeff Runyan, Kirby Welch

Acting Chairperson Dave Kelley called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.

Kelley asked for any changes to the August meeting minutes.  Hearing none Kelley asked for a motion.  Weller made a 
motion to approve and Johnson seconded.  All in favor, motion approved.

Kelley discussed the Board of Adjustment procedures and reviewed the need for a hardship.  Kelley also explained the 
need for a minimum variance and that a super majority of the board is needed in order to approve a variance.

First item on the agenda was Jess Wright, 416 S. Henry St., seeking a variance for front and side setback for a 10’ x 22’ 
carport.  Wright explained this was a rental property and a carport is needed to protect the vehicle owned by the renter.  
Wright explained that the carport has 2 full sides, but would never be fully enclosed on the front or rear.  In order to 
place the carport in the front of the property, it would need to be placed directly on the front and side property lines with 
no setbacks.  

Weller asked if the carport would be attached and Wright explained it would be a freestanding structure and would not 
be attached to the house.  Wright went on to explain that it would be anchored per the manufacturers’ recommendations. 
Johnson asked if Wright owned the garage in the rear of the property and Wright concurred.  Kelley asked if there were 
other options in the rear of the property and Wright said it was a possibility.  Wright did note that the alley in the rear of 
the property has had issues with trucks blocking the alley at times which could cause conflicts.  Johnson also mentioned 
the difficulty with moving snow in the alley and the difficulties the snow causes to vehicles in the alley.  Johnson asked 
if the carport would be easily moved if needed and Wright explained that it would be moveable.  Kelley asked if the 
neighbors had been notified.  Runyan noted that the adjoining neighbors were notified and that nobody expressed any 
concerns.

Kelley asked for further comments or discussion, and hearing none he asked for a motion.  Johnson made a motion to 
approve and Williams seconded.  All in favor, variance approved.

Next item on the agenda was Park Avenue, LLC, 1004 S. Truman Ave., seeking a 5’ variance for side yard setback.  
Representing Park Avenue, LLC. was Rick Jensen.  Jensen explained that he purchased the vacant property after the 
flood and that there was extensive damage to the interior of the house.  Jensen has since remodeled the interior of the 
house and plans to install new siding, windows, and shingles.  Jensen also noted that 90% of the houses in this 
neighborhood have added attached garages. Jensen would like to add a 22’ wide attached garage.

Kelley asked if the neighbors had been notified and Runyan stated that the adjoining property owners were notified but 
none expressed any concerns.  Runyan also noted that there is a minimum 1432’ build elevation in this area and that a 
Certified Elevation Certificate would be needed.  Johnson asked about drainage and Jensen stated there should be no 
issues.

Kelley asked if there were any further discussion or comments.  Hearing none Kelley asked for a motion.  Weller made a
motion to approve the variance with an approved FEMA elevation certificate, and Williams seconded.  All in favor, 
variance approved.

Kelley asked if there any other business and Runyan stated that under the previous Building Official variances were 
approved for 6 months.  Lately, variances have been issued for a length of 1 year.  It may be in the best interests of the 
BOA to discuss at a later meeting, and determine the length of time before a variance would expire.
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With no further business, Williams made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Johnson seconded the motion, all in favor, 
meeting adjourned at 5:27.

Minutes submitted by Jeff Runyan


