
City of Pierre
Park and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes

9-15-16

Chair Anne Lewis called the meeting to order in City hall conference room at 3:35pm.

Members present were Chairwoman Anne Lewis, Dr. Craig Howard, Linda Ahrendt, Kelsey Smith and 
Bob Judson.  Also present were Commissioner Steve Harding and staff members Mindy Cheap and Tom 
Farnsworth. John Simpson and Todd Kelly were excused.

A motion to approve minutes of the June meeting was made by Judson with a second by Ahrendt; 
motion carried. A motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Smith with a second by 
Ahrendt; motion carried.

Old Business and Project Updates

Surveillance Camera Demonstration – Craig Waldron of the IT department demonstrated the use of new 
camera technology in the City park system. The group was asked to think about locations where 
additional cameras may be needed. Recent vandalism and crime has led the Park Division to erect 
surveillance cameras.

Hyde Stadium – Final expectations of the contract are being finished including painting of the steel on 

the grandstands. The decorative fence along Capitol Avenue was rejected but the fence down Ree Street

was accepted. Drainage behind home plate will be corrected by the City. Final contract details are being 

worked out with City staff and the contractor to close out the project. There was a discussion about lost 

revenue to the Legion baseball program.  The Legion Baseball league lost revenue due to the delay in 

completion of the project and had to play all but 5 games at Kelley field.

Capitol Creek Trail – The project is basically completed. There is an area of the wall at the beginning of 
the trail that is beginning to move and this was brought to the contractor’s attention. All signage has 
been erected. 

CCBA Batting Cage – Will be completed this fall or early spring.

Modern Woodman Benches – Two locations have been identified for new steel benches on Island View 
Drive.  Steve Bass of Modern Woodman has offered to fund. The area just east of the pump house at 
south end of Chappelle St. and then an area east along Island View Drive is identified with color concrete
to place the benches.  Steve Bass is donating $1,000 for the benches. They will be steel benches bolted 
into cement.  

Parking Lot near Steamboat Park – This project was completed with a $191,000 grant. The parking is 
completely redone. It will be striped this spring.  Park staff are installing irrigation to the grass areas.

Dog Park – October 25th will be a presentation of the concept and the location to the City Commission 

from Beth and the Park and Rec Board subcommittee members. We anticipate there will be time for 



public comment. If the Commission agrees to move forward, additional details will be finalized and a 

vendor will build the park in 2017 with funding provided by the dog park group.

Recreation and Events Center – The public vote will be November 8th. City staff are working to prepare 

informational materials.

New Business

LWCF grant and Wellmark Kickstarter grant

Mindy reported she will be applying for a Wellmark Kickstarter Grant to provide fitness equipment at 

the play pods on the 4th Street trail.

Tom reported on the LWCF grant application to add bathrooms and concession stand to Kelley Field 

near Isaac Walton Road. The total project cost is approximately $40,000 and the grant requires the City 

to match half of the total cost ($20,000). Tom is soliciting interest. The purpose is to provide better 

bathroom and concessions. 

YMCA/Rec Dept. 

The new YMCA director starts October 3. The Aquatic Center opens on Monday and the new toy is 

installed. Mindy reported that fall programs are going well. Tom presented a concept by the school 

athletic director for the PILC soccer fields to add a crow’s nest and storage area for videoing games and 

better projecting sound, pending PILC approval. The school would pay for the project materials if 

approved.

Budget – Tom reported on the Parks and Recreation Division 2017 budget. Highlights include funding for

the replacing the boilers and funding for the Boys and Girls Club bathrooms upgrade. There will be an 

RTP application for asphalt erosion along Lewis and Clark Trail. Commissioner Harding reported the 

budget is balanced.

Dialogue/Updates

The July facilities tour with the Chamber Sports & Recreation Committee was cancelled due to the heat. 

A potential alternative date is October 20 at 3:00pm. The meeting adjourned at 4:50pm.

Submitted by,

Kelsey Smith, Recording Secretary


