
City of Pierre
Park and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes

11-17-16

Chair Anne Lewis called the meeting to order in City hall conference room at 3:30pm.

Members present were Chairwoman Anne Lewis, Dr. Craig Howard, Linda Ahrendt, Bob Judson and John
Simpson.  Also present were staff members Mindy Cheap and Tom Farnsworth. Kelsey Smith, Todd Kelly 
and Steve Harding were excused. Lewis welcomed Torrey Zoller who will come onto the board in 
January as her term expires.  Lewis also welcomed guests from the Pierre Area Water Park committee 
Becky Burke, Dudley Rumrill and Lance Fravel.

A motion to approve minutes of the September meeting was made by Judson with a second by Simpson;
motion carried. A motion to approve the agenda as amended to add request for a memorial bench and 
walkability micro grant was made by Lewis with a second by Simpson; motion carried.

Old Business

Recreation/Event center – Farnsworth reported on the November 8 vote in which the rec/event center 

project was voted on by the citizens of Pierre.  The vote was 58% against the project with 42% in favor.  

Farnsworth reported the project will not move forward.

Lewis asked members of the Pierre Area Water Park committee to come forward to share information 

or updates.  Burke, Rumrill and Fravel together presented a power point presentation on a design and 

cost estimate for a new water park located in Griffin Park in the same location as the current pool and 

Skate Park.  There was no board action taken on the presentation.  Fravel said it is the intent of the 

committee to take their conceptual design and continue fundraising in the hopes of someday being able 

to partner with the City of Pierre for a new outdoor water park.  Lewis and board members thanked the 

committee for their research and work to date.

Lewis asked for board direction on a request for a memorial park bench in Griffin Park.  The request was 

being made by Brandon Ulrich in honor of his parents.  The bench would be built by Park staff and 

installed with costs paid by Ulrich.  Motion by Simpson second by Howard to approve the request for a 

memorial bench with Todd Kelly overseeing the construction and placement.  Motion carried.

Grant Application updates

Farnsworth reported the LWCF grant application for funds for a new concession stand and restroom 

facility at Dan Kelley field was not funded.  The project will not move forward.  Cheap reported the 

Wellmark Starter grant for funds for installing the work out benches along the 4th St. Trail was not 

funded.  Other sources of funds will be looked for to assist with installation.

Lewis reported the SD Discovery Center has made application for an America Walks micro grant to 

conduct a program and outreach that promotes walking in the parks.  If successful Lewis said a walking 

event will be planned in 2017.



Aquatic Center Boiler replacement project

Farnsworth reported the City has hired a mechanical engineer to assist in the process of getting the 

specs, design and bid documents going for this project.  Meetings are being held and it is hopeful the 

project will go to bids in December with a completion time from mid-March 2017 to the end of May.

Farnsworth said the Pierre Area Swim Team is aware of the timing and will not hold events during the 

shutdown of the aquatic center.  The project does not affect the YMCA pool or their boiler system.

Mindy Cheap reported on her current seasoned citizen classes and on plans for winter programming for 

Tai Chi, computer classes and photography.  Instructors are being lined up.

Board member Judson asked on status of the dog park.  Staff reported that two key members of the

citizen led group for the park had moved away from the community.  Beth Haskins, who worked with 

the board and this group cannot do the project on her own and therefore the project is on hold.

The board talked about the public tour and location of Pleasant Drive park.  It was decided to continue 

discussions on this park at the next meeting.

Board members and staff thanked Chair Anne Lewis for her service to the board as her term has come to

an end.  Lewis thanked everyone for their dedication to Parks and Recreation services.

The board will not meet in December and will reconvene in January.

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm.

Respectfully,

Tom Farnsworth, Director


